City of La Vergne

Citizen’s Update
Fall 2009

Sept. 19

Old Timers’ Day, Veteran’s Memorial Park 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. Call
207-4678 for more information.

To the Citizens of La Vergne:

Oct. 31

Trail of Treats, Veteran’s Memorial Park, 2-4 p.m. Call 793-3224
for more information

Welcome to the newest edition of the La Vergne Citizen’s Update. We hope
this finds you well and enjoying living in our city.

March 27

La Vergne Easter Egg Hunt,
Bicentennial Park, 10 a.m. Call
793-3224 for more information.

As many of you know, we are in the final planning stages for the widening of
Waldron Road. It should be bid later this year with work beginning in the spring.

April 16

La Vergne Police Athletic
League golf tourney, Smyrna
National Golf Course, 11 a.m.
Call Gerry Howse at 793-7744 for
more information

We've added doctor offices, two walk-in clinics, restaurants, food stores and more to the city during my tenure
with the city and - working with the Vice Mayor and his Economic Development Board - we look to bring more
into town in the near future. Keep watching the newspapers for updates.

May 8

Senior Citizen’s Prom, 5-8 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Building. Call 7933048 for more information.

In the Police/Parks area, a substation was built at the location of the Lake Forest Park, which is beginning
phase two in the near future. In the park, we've built a pavilion and plan to add a walking trail, a playground
and much more.

May 8

Parks and Rec Summer Program
Sign-ups, Parks and Rec Building, 294 Sand Hill Road Call 7933224 for more information.

At the Senior Citizen's Center, membership levels are at a new high and our activities are always filled with
energetic people who like to go go go. Bingo and card games are popular, but the newest fun addition to the
Center is a Wii. The seniors like to box, bowl, and hula and snow ski with the increasingly popular video
game.

June 1

Library Summer Program Signups, Library, 5063 Murfreesboro
Road Call 793-7303, ext 4202 for
more information.

Sincerely,

July 24

La Vergne Rotary/DARE car
show, Veteran’s Memorial Park,,
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Call Scott Greer
at 220-8480 for more information.

Aug. 3

National Night Out, Veteran’s
Memorial Park, 6-10 p.m. Call
Officer Buster Locklayer at 7937744 for more information.

Aug. 20

Howl at the Moon 5K race, Veteran’s Memorial Park, 8 p.m. Call
793-3224 for more information.

Sept. 18

Old Timers’ Day, Veteran’s Memorial Park 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. Call
207-4678 for more information.

Oct. 30

Trail of Treats, Veteran’s Memorial Park, 2-4 p.m. Call 793-3224

From the Office of the Mayor

In the seven years that I've been in office, I've seen some positive changes in
the area of retail, parks and recreation, Senior Citizen's Center and more.

Ronnie Erwin
Mayor

Senior Center Happenings
Friday, Oct. 30th / Halloween Party / Senior Center
 Saturday, Oct. 31st / Trail of Treats / Veteran’s Park
 *Tuesday, Nov. 24 / Thanksgiving Dinner / MPB
 Thursday, Dec. 17th / Christmas Dinner & Dance / MPB
Tues., Dec. 22nd / Magic Show & Santa Claus / Senior Center
 May 9, 2010/Senior Prom/MPB
 For more information, contact the center at 793-3048
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Board of Mayor and Aldermen

Old Timer’ Day a
success
Despite the rain showers, the 2009 Old Timers’ Day was a success, according to event
organizers Angie Mayes and Kim Smathers.
“We’re pleased with the turnout for the day,
despite the main showers that we had in the
morning and late afternoon,” Mayes said.
“The show went on with the Cloggers performing in the rain.”

Mayor Ronnie Erwin
102 Merritt Street
615-394-2821
rerwin@lavergne.org

Alderman Sherry Green
235 Stones River Road
615-793-6982
sgreen@lavergne.org

Alderman Dennis Waldron
112 Irvin Road
615-397-2027
dwaldron@lavergne.org
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Vice Mayor Jerry Gann
152 Hickory Street
615-566-5517
jgann@lavergne.org

Next year’s event should be even bigger.
Here are some photos from the event.

Alderman Senna Mosley
149 Greenwood Drive
615-793-2469
smosley@lavergne.org

City Administrator Mark Moshea
615-793-6295
mmoshea@lavergne.org

Make your plans now to attend Old Timers’
Day 2010 at Veteran’s Memorial Park. The
event will take place Sept. 18 in La Vergne.
Thanks for all those who made OTD a success.

Gross Grub coming to La Vergne Library
The La Vergne Library will host the annual Gross Grub , beginning at 3 p.m. on Oct. 30. For
more information, contact the Youth Services Desk at 793-7303, ext 4202.
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Your help is needed to protect quality of La Vergne’s drinking water
WHAT ARE CROSS CONNECTIONS?
Technically, a cross connection is defined as an actual or potential connection between a public water supply and a source of possible contamination
or pollution. All homes have potential cross connections. The water pipes
and plumbing fixtures that make up cross connections can be the link for
contamination to get back into the drinking water supply. They can be a serious health hazard. The reversing of the flow direction in the pipes is called a
backflow.
The result of cross connection contamination is that chemicals, poisons and
bacteria might find their way into the water you drink. Help yourself, your
family and your community by eliminating unprotected cross contaminations.

from backflow. Both of these devised need to be tested annually. On
all lawn irrigation systems installed since 1987, the contractor should
have installed a PVB or RPV device. Older systems equipped with an
atmospheric vacuum breaker need to re-plumed with either a PVB or
RPZ.
Swimming pools or hot tubs:
Built-in swimming pools and hot tubs are usually connected with permanent water fill piping. An unprotected cross connection could draw
disinfectant chemicals back into your household plumbing systems,
these should be protected by a testable device like a PVB or RPZ.
Photo, chemical, medical or other lab facilities:

TYPES OF CROSS CONNECTIONS
Private wells and secondary water service lines:
Whenever two sources of water enter a property, the potential exists for he
pressure in one to be greater than the other. A private well operating at 100
psi could force contaminated water back into the public water system operating at 80 psi.
Lawn and garden chemical sprayers attached to hoses:
Anytime a garden host is submerged or connected to a container a potentially harmful substance, like lawn and garden chemicals , and there’s a sudden drop in pressure, contamination can occur unless a hose bibb vacuum
breaker is used. This is a simple, inexpensive device installed on the focused
to which the hose is attached. A vacuum breaker is built into all new hose
bibbs installed on new housing since 1992.
Underground lawn irrigation systems:
Contaminated lawn surface water can be siphoned back into your plumbing
system through an automated lawn irrigation system unless a proper backflow device is attached to your system. Either a Pressure Vacuum Breaker
(PVB) or Reduced Pressure Zone (RPZ) device should be installed to protect

Any in-home use of photographic chemicals, other process chemicals
or medical or biological laboratory supplies could cause contamination due to an unprotected cross connection. Any of these in-home
uses should be protected with a testable backflow preventor.
Other potential cross connections:
Almost every bathtub and sink are equipped with the best know
backflow prevention device — an air gap, the space between the
highest level in the fixture and the outlet of water from the faucet.
However care should be taken to avoid leaving attached submerged
in contaminated water.
A toilet flush value without an anti-siphon devises permits contaminated water to get into the household plumbing system and the water
you drink. Require an anti-siphon device when this valve needs replacing. Other possible cross connection locations include: boilers,
fire protection systems, in-home water treatment systems, solar heating car washes, decorating ponds and soaking tubs in laundry areas.
For more information regarding backflow prevention, contact the water department Monday through Friday 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. at 7939891.

Trail of Treats to take place on Halloween
This year’s Trail of Treats will take place from 2-4 on Halloween, Oct. 31, at Veteran’s Memorial Park in La Vergne. As in past years, vendors will be allowed to set
up along the trail to hand out information and candy. Vendors interested in the event should call Kim Smathers or Amanda Fergus at 793-3224. The event is free and
is open to the public.
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La Vergne burn permits regulations
According to The International Fire Code and
The City of La Vergne’s Open Burning Ordinance #2006-05; No person shall cause, suffer or allow, or permit open burning within the
entire city
limits.
The exceptions are
cooking fires
and barbecues. 2.
Commercial
incinerator. 3.
Recreational
fires (bon
fires, ECT.) 4.
Fire department training
fires. All
fires, except
the one’s you
build in your
home fireplace, HAVE TO HAVE A BURN
PERMIT.

mits are FREE and instructions are on it as to
times you can burn and what you can burn,
also the maximum wind limits are
stated. During the times of the burn the fire
must be attended at all
times and an
approved type
of extinguishment must be in
place.
No fire can be
within 50ft. of a
structure. If you
have any questions always
use common
scene and error
on the side of
safety. Also,
you can contact
the La Vergne
Fire Department for questions.
The Fire Marshal’s Office number is 793 9891.

This includes burning in a barrel, burn per-

City Chipper Service Rules for 2009
The Public Works Department of the City of La Vergne provides a chipper service all year to
the residents of the city free of charge.
Guidelines for the service are as follows:


The pile of brush must be left within four (4) feet of the edge of the road.

 This allows the crew to have access to the debris without making a mess in the resident’s
yard.
 The maximum diameter of the limbs is six (6) inches. Anything thicker than that will not be
picked up.


The pile of brush can be no larger than three (3) feet by ten (10) feet.

 If you think you will have more than this, consider laying out one pile for now and the other
pile next
month.


The chipper cannot handle vines, loose leaves or root balls.



Do not include in your pile the following: plastic, metal, wire, cardboard, paper or glass.

 12. The City will not chip limbs that have been cut by a commercial trimming service. The
service
should remove any debris generation by its operations.
There is no need to schedule a pickup. The Chipper service goes across town over a four to six
week period. If brush has not been picked up within 4-6 weeks, call the Public Works Depart6

City Meetings TV
Schedule
Mondays:
10:00 AM Board of Zoning Appeals
2:00 PM Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
6:00 PM Army Newswatch
9:00 PM Planning Commission
Tuesdays:
11:00 AM Planning Commission
1:00 PM In the Fight
6:00 PM Historical Preservation Advisory Committee
7:00 PM Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
Wednesdays:
9:00 AM Mayor & Aldermen Meeting
1:00 PM Board of Zoning Appeals
6:00 PM Tennessee Wildside
8:00 PM Historical Preservation Advisory Committee
Thursdays:
10:00 AM Army Newswatch
3:00 PM Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
6:00 PM In the Fight
10:00 PM Mayor & Aldermen Meeting
Fridays:
2:00 PM Historical Preservation Advisory Committee
4:00 PM Board of Zoning Appeals
10:00 PM Planning Commission
Saturdays:
8:00 AM Story Time #2 (Except in the summer)
10:00 AM Story Time #1 (Except in the summer)
1:00 PM Board of Mayor & Aldermen
3:00 PM Army Newswatch
5:00 PM Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee
6:00 PM Tennessee Wildside
Sundays:
11:00 AM Historical Preservation Advisory Committee
2:00 PM Board of Zoning Appeals
4:00 PM Planning Commissions
7:00 PM Mayor & Aldermen Meeting
Note: All new meetings will air on Thursday & Friday
nights of the same week and then put into this scheduled
rotation.

Notice:
The above schedule is meant to serve as a general City programming guide.
Special Events will be aired at other times as
listed on the informational bulletin boards.
The programming on City Channel 3 is subject
to change without prior notice.

Channel 3 is now on-line. Click on
the Channel 3 icon at
www.lavergne.org!

Senior Citizens stay active in La Vergne
By Donna Toombs
Senior Citizen’s/Program Coordinator

ter. We invite you to enter the doors at the senior center and witness
firsthand the energy and excitement they have to offer.

According to Webster’s dictionary a senior citizen is defined as an
elderly person; especially: one who has retired. This is a true and
respectable definition. And yet, upon entering the La Vergne Senior Center one would have to take the liberty to expand upon that
definition.

The La Vergne Senior Center welcomes men and women aged 60
and over to become a member and enjoy all our wonderful activities.
The center is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. We are located at 337 Stones River Road. For more
information please call the center at 793-3048.

According to the “La Vergne Senior Center Staff Dictionary”, a
senior citizen is defined as: one who is willing to get out of their
house and come to the center even when their body and mind protest; one who is willing and happy to socialize with interesting
people of every age, race, and gender and from all walks of life.

Weekly Activities include:

A La Vergne Senior is one who is willing to play canasta and
dominoes with those who may not possess the same skill level as
themselves but still able to play for hours and have a great time.
This same senior is one who has the control not to reach over during bingo and cover numbers for fellow players when they may be
a little slow.
A La Vergne Senior is wise but can readily make wisecracks,
stands firm and yet knows the value of the quote, “Blessed are the
flexible for they shall not be bent out of shape!”
Above all, a La Vergne Senior is one who knows they can make a
difference by saying kind words, doing good deeds, sharing beautiful smiles and giving gentle hugs without expecting anything in
return but knowing the rewards will be tremendous.
In summary, the La Vergne Seniors are the most multitalented,

Monday Moves: Wii!
Bible Study
Tai Chi
Cards & Games
Bingo
Blood Pressure Checks
Educational Speakers
Monthly & Seasonal Activities include:

flexible, resourceful and amazing people you could ever encoun7

Restaurant & Local Attraction Trips
Bowling
La Vergne Public Library
Picnics
General Jackson
Holiday Parties; New Year’s Eve, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s
Day
Senior Prom
Thanksgiving Dinner
Christmas Dinner & Dance

La Vergne Parks offers events for
La Vergne residents of all ages
Ongoing programs
Clogging class is offered at the Civic Auditorium on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The class is open to all ages. Sharon Whitley is
the instructor for this class.
Jazzercise is offered on Monday and Thursday evenings from 6-7 p.m.;
Wednesday from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and Saturday mornings 9-10 a.m. at the MultiPurpose Building. This class is open to those 18 years and older. Jackie Dixon
is the instructor and you can get more information by visiting the website
www.jazzercise.com.
Kickboxing should begin in Oct/Nov. Call 793-3224 for more information.
For more information on programs and events,
or building and pavilion rentals, please contact the
Parks and Recreation Department at 793-3224.

“Commitment
to
Community”

2009 Rotary scholarship winners

City Phone numbers:
La Vergne City Hall
Accounts Payable
Chamber of Commerce
City Court
Codes
Economic Development
Emergency
Engineering
Fire Department
Station 1
Station 2
Station 3
Fire Marshal
Finance Department
Human Resources
Library
Mapping
Parks and Recreation
Planning
Police Department
Police Department
Public Works
Purchasing Department
Senior Citizens
Stormwater
Tax Collector
Water/Sewer Billing
Water, Sewer Department
Water Treatment Facility
Web site

793-6295
287-8621
793-5444
287-8630
213-2624
287-8690
911
213-8700
793-6223
793-9115
355-3000
405-5931
793-6295
793-6295
793-7303
213-8701
793-3224
213-8702
793-7744
793-7745
793-9891
287-8645
793-3048
793-7339
793-3388
793-5932
793-9891
793-6536
www.lavergne.org

Rutherford County Convenience Center
296 Sand Hill Road
La Vergne
Behind Veteran’s Memorial Park

The Board of Mayor and Alderman is the legislative and policymaking body of the city. It consist of five-member elected at-large for
four-year, staggered terms. The Vice Mayor is chosen from among
the Aldermen after each election. Unless otherwise rescheduled, the
Board of Mayor and Aldermen meet at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of
each month at La Vergne City Hall, 5093 Murfreesboro Road, La
Vergne. Workshops for the Mayor and Aldermen meetings are generally scheduled for the Thursday prior to the meeting date.
Citizen’s Update is published semi-annually by the City of La Vergne. 615287-8690. Comments and suggestions should be directed to Angie Mayes,
Publicity Coordinator, City of La Vergne .

The 2009 Rotary Scholarship winners pose with La Vergne Rotary President Danny
Jones (left) and District Governor Gary Denmark (center).
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City building rentals available
The City’s Parks and Recreation Department has two building
which they rent on a regular basis. The rate is $25 per hour with
a $100 refundable deposit required within 48 hours of the building being reserved.
The first is the Multi-Purpose Building, located behind City Hall,
by the ball-fields. It is a 2,800-square-foot, carpeted building
which holds 150 people. In the building, there is a kitchen with a
refrigerator, sink and microwave.
The Civic Auditorium, located at 283 Old Nashville Highway is a
1,400-square-foot, hardwood-floored building which holds 125
people. It has a fully equipped kitchen.
A City employee rental assistant is required for each rental. If you
are having a party for teenagers, one off-duty police officer is required for every 50 young people.
The Parks and Recreation Department also has pavilions to rent
for family events; located at Bicentennial Park, next to City Hall,
and Veteran’s Memorial Park, located on Floyd Mayfield Drive.
The cost to rent the pavilions is $5 per hour. A rental assistant is
not required to rent the pavilions.
For more information or to reserve a building or the pavilions,
contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 793-3224.

Basketball —
Sign-ups will take place from 9 a.m.— 12 p.m. every Saturday in
October at Rock Springs Elementary. Visit
www.lavergneyouthbasketball.org for more information.

Community Clean Up set for Oct. 31
The annual Community Clean-Up, which takes place on the proposed Greenway at Hurricane Boat Ramp will take place, beginning at 9 a.m. on Oct. 31.
Registration takes place at 9 a.m. with the first bus going to the trail head at
9:30 a.m. Lunch will be served after the clean-up.
Civic organizations as well as school groups are encouraged to take part in this
year’s event.
For more information, call 793-3224.

Kickball tourney coming in November
The annual kickball tournament will take place at Veteran’s Memorial Park in
November. Look for more information under announcements in reference to the
tourney.
Each team is a co-ed team with no fewer than three females per team. You must
be 18 to participate in the tourney. For more information, contact Michael Tisdell
at 793-3224.
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Suggestions about La
Vergne’s Channel 3
Anyone wishing to comment on
La Vergne’s government
access Channel 3 may do so by
e-mailing
Channel3@lavergne.org.

Shop La Vergne First!
Whenever possible, you are encouraged to do your shopping in the La
Vergne City Limits. Besides benefiting local businesses, each purchase
generates local sales taxes that help support and pay for the cost of municipal services. For each dollar spent in La Vergne, the County of Rutherford and La Vergne split 2.25 cents. While this may not sound like
much, cumulatively, it generates about $3,300,000 of the total for the
City’s annual General Fund budget. Such purchases help keep your city
and county property taxes lower by reducing the need for property taxes
to fund services.

Easter Egg Hunt to take place March 27
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take
place from 9—11 a.m. on March 27,
2010. The activities will begin at 9 a.m.
with the actual hunt beginning promptly
at 10 a.m. There are three age groups
for the hunt. Make plans now to attend!
Updated city maps here
Telephone solicitations for “local” fire
and police DO NOT support our
Fire and Police Departments.
La Vergne Fire and Police Departments DO NOT solicit donations, with
one exception.
Around the holidays, Lt. Cindy Murphy and her crew do solicit donations
to help feed the needy and give
Christmas presents to needy children.
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The city still has copies of the “official” La
Vergne city map.
Printed by Southern Engineering, the
maps includes the new streets in the city
as well as points of interest, La Vergne
history and a letter from the mayor.
For your free copy of the new La Vergne
map, stop by any city building.
A copy of Rutherford County’s map is on
the back side of the La Vergne map to aid
you as you travel across our county.
For more information about the maps,
contact Angie Mayes at 287-8690.

